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National Curriculum Aims 

 

 

1. Intent: 

 

At Wansdyke School, it is out intent that all children leave our school as confident writers; 

creatively, for purpose of communication, with technique and technical skills. 

 

Why is Writing Important? 

Writing crystallises your ideas. It preserves them for others. It reveals the facets of your 

thinking. Good writing is creating a gem for others to discover.’ 

The Write Stuff- Jane Considine 

 

Writing is one of the most complex elements of a lesson as it relies on children coordinating 

fine motor skills and a range of cognitive skills. 

 

Because of this, we use The Write Stuff approach to the teaching of writing across the 

school. Jane Considine, the founder of The Write Stuff has created a system for the 

successful teaching of writing, bringing clarity to a subject that can present with many 

teaching challenges.  

 

It is through The Write Stuff’s three zones (the ideas of writing, the tools of writing and the 

techniques of writing) that we aim to meet our intention for all children, within their writing. 

 

Our Writing curriculum is built upon the following principles: 

 

Key Knowledge, Vocabulary and Skills: 

 

Children are supported in developing their knowledge of the processes of a writer, the 

different writing genres and in writing for communication. 

 

The technical vocabulary of writing is essential, to support children’s knowledge, 

understanding and skills within writing. Alongside this must sit a wide and rich vocabulary 

that comes from their breadth and experiences of oral language and language styles used in 

the books that they read and study, as well as the vocabulary that is taught in other subjects. 

 

In The Write Stuff approach to the teaching of writing, the children are taught through the 

three zones of writing, which are the three essential components children need to know 

about to be great writers: 

 

1. The ideas of writing- known as the Fantastics. 

2. The tools of writing- known as the Grammaristics. 

3. The techniques of writing- known as the Boomtastics. 

 



2  

  

 

Together, these zones of writing build the writing   

 

As well as our chosen texts in the teaching of reading and writing providing increased 

vocabulary for the children to draw upon in their writing, we also recognise that the 

understanding of the vocabulary linked to writing, the meta-language, is equally important to 

the children as writers. It is important that we place emphasis on the technical vocabulary, 

and what the words mean, when teaching writing. Alongside another school in our Multi-

Academy Trust we have developed a common meta-language that links The Write Stuff 

zones of writing and connected symbols, with the definitions of the key technical vocabulary. 

This then starts to build a common language and understanding across the school of that 

technical vocabulary. 

 

Learning Community 

 

Each term an overview of the teaching in English, including writing, is shared with the 

parents to give them insight in to the genre, book, writing skills that are being covered 

 

The use of The Write Stuff to teach writing is being developed across the Acorn Education 

Trust and is supported by the English Lead for the Trust, providing a teaching community to 

link with as well as teachers being able to link with the wider teaching community through 

Jane Considine’s social media communities.  

 

Some of our teaching of writing lends itself to ‘authentic outcomes’ which may include writing 

for a real life purpose, which links our children as writers to our wider community. This will 

include our children in EYFS writing questions that they want to ask the Police Officers when 

they visit as special visitors, or Year 4 children performing their play scripts to their parents 

and carers. 

 

As a school we recognise that we are unable to raise attainment in writing without having a 

rich reading curriculum which develops our children as readers, but also fosters a love of 

reading and reading for pleasure. Because of this, links with the subject leader for reading is 

essential. Links to reading and other areas of the curriculum are also essential for the ‘ideas’ 

zone of writing. 

 

Equality of Access 

 

Through the application of The Write Stuff approach, we seek to support struggling writers in 

becoming successful writers. All of our children are on a writing journey together, but some 

may require additional scaffolds to enable them to access all elements of a lesson and 

series of lessons. The additional scaffolds may include word banks, writing frames and the 

use of IT, such as Clicker. 

 

The structure of The Write Stuff lessons aims to support lower attaining writers through the 

process of the lesson being in small chunks, which should bring clarity to the expectations of 

a sentence. Where children may be unsure, this is where the use of scaffolds is key. 

 

The consistent use of the Writing Rainbow symbols and vocabulary, from class to class, also 

support our learners in accessing a writing lesson, and a shared understanding across the 

whole school. 

 

High Expectations 

 

For those higher attaining children in writing, they are encouraged to write ‘deepening the 

moment’ sentences. These sentences do not stray from the writing rule or narrative plot 
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point being written by the whole class but instead provide extra information within the 

sentence 

 

Curriculum Refinement  

 

As a school we are always seeking to offer the best curriculum we possibly can to our children, 

and this includes our teaching of writing. Where wider curriculum areas have not sparked the 

engagement and interest of our children, we refine it, and this is no different in writing. If a 

teaching unit has not worked well for a cohort, or teachers recognise that the children in their 

class require a different approach for their writing focus, then the teaching is refined to 

accommodate this. Please see Appendix 1 for our overview of themes and genres covered 

across the school. 

 

We will seek to adapt our teaching in light of the wider teaching that is taking place in a term, 

as well as adapting teaching to the needs of the children in the class. 

 

As we continue our journey in to the use of The Write Stuff we will be working towards wider 

opportunities for writing, but also seeking to expand the stimulus for the children to include 

film clips, images and song lyrics in order to best capture their imagination and therefore their 

engagement in writing. 

 

Current Educational Research 

 

Jane Considine’s development of ‘The Write Stuff- Transforming the Teaching of Writing’ is 

based on extensive research carried out by her, drawing on her own teaching of writing, and 

based on the research of other key education professionals, including working with Specialist 

Leaders in Education and a wider range of schools. Her work has won teaching awards for its 

effectiveness. 

 

Research shows that effective teaching of the writing process requires strong interaction 

between teacher and pupil, includes the following components: 

• Teachers compose and model writing together with their pupils so that it is a lively 

interactive learning exchange 

• Pupils are exposed to modelling of the writer’s internal voice as the teacher verbalises 

aloud word, phrase or clause choices 

• Spelling and grammar decisions are noted as ongoing smaller chunks of learning and 

quick decisions take place en route to a complete sentence 

• Sentence combinations and cohesion between them are justified accordingly 

• Editing and redrafting of writing is done ‘live’ so pupils can see the improvements in a 

transparent way. High value is given to editing, so pupils begin to understand the 

process of moving from raw to polished versions 

• Pupils are guided very clearly with their own writing, with teachers analysis quickly at 

sentence level for improvement in meaning or intent 

• Pupils are encouraged to model for one another and memorise strategies to be used 

in different contexts 

The Write Stuff (Jane Considine, 2016) 

 

Through The Write Stuff approach to the teaching of writing, and our wider school 

understanding of how children learn, we are also drawing on the methods of The Writing 

Revolution, and also No More Marking’s Writing Hub. 
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2. Implementation: 

 

As well as using the 2014 National Curriculum and EYFS Curriculum for directing the teaching 

of writing, the school has also adopted The Write Stuff approach to the teaching of writing in 

our classrooms.  

 

Alongside The Write Stuff approach and structures are units of work, driven by a key text and 

genre of writing focus. These link to age related expectations for writing and not only support 

the teaching of writing, but also aim to improve the standards in writing. The unit plans are 

closely matched to the National Curriculum for English. 

 

Units of work can be those that we are able to access through Jane Considine’s English Unit 

Plans, but can also be ones that have been written by the class teacher to better fit alongside 

the wider curriculum teaching and key texts being taught in their class each term.  

 

A unit of writing is usually two to three weeks long and each unit of writing leads to an 

independent write. After an independent write (and also often within a unit of writing) a focus 

is placed on the skills, techniques and merits of children editing their writing; reflecting on 

language choices, impact, and the technical aspects of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

 

We have a progression document which outlines the units of teaching for all year groups for 

all terms, and also the progression within genres, across an academic year and from year 

group to year group. However, we also recognise that there are key fundamental writing skills 

that must take priority over any rigidity in the use of the progression document. 

 

A Writing Lesson 

 

A writing lesson will vary considerably depending on the point at which the class are within 

their unit.  

 

Some of the lessons will be ‘experience days’ or ‘experience sessions’ in which the focus is 

on open-ended, immersive activities that are related to and relevant to the whole unit, but do 

not follow the highly structured sentence-stacking sessions. 

 

Sentence-stacking sessions will have three clear chunks, which are repeated according to the 

number of sentences that are to be completed within the lesson and will be connected to the 

main plot point for the lesson.  

The chunks are: 

Initiate- a stimulus to capture the pupils’ imaginations and set up a sentence 

Model- close modelling a sentence that outlines clear writing features and techniques 

Enable- pupils write their sentence using the model (for higher attaining writers this would also 

be where they would be encouraged to write ‘deepening the moment’ sentences) 

The focus of each sentence will be linked to a different sentence feature, such as repetition 

for effect, rhyme, personification etc.  

 

In non-fiction writing units, there will also be opportunities for children to establish the ‘shape’ 

of the particular non-fiction text (there are different shapes to support the understanding of 

different non-fiction writing such as instructions, non-chronological reports etc) which will 

later support them in writing their own. 

 

Time will be given in a series of lessons to enable the children to edit their work. Sometimes 

editing will be directed by the teacher, and sometimes the pupils will be editing their work 

without the teacher intervening. Editing will largely focus on five key areas (spelling, 

punctuation, re-reading, re-writing and adding more) and it is possible that it may happen 

over more than one lesson. 
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3. Impact 

 

The impact of our teaching of writing will be evident in the progress that children are making 

in their writing lessons, and within their independent writing. Impact will also be evident 

through their No More Marking scores annually. 

We teach to enable our children to leave Wansdyke school with the skills of: 

• writing for a range of purposes  

• using knowledge of vocabulary to excite, inform or entertain the reader 

• understanding and using a range of punctuation effectively, and the impact it can 

have on the reader in both writing and reading 

• understanding and using a range of grammatical devices 

• understanding the various sentence types that can be used to support different 

genres 

• spelling using their phonetic knowledge and spelling rules put in place (see also 

Phonics Policy) 

 

Assessment and Record Keeping  

 

We assess the children in their writing in a variety of ways: 

 

Formative Assessment 

• observations made through marking or written work, observations and discussions in 

lessons and assessment activities, all of which inform next steps for the children, and 

for the teaching of writing 

 

Independent Writes 

• at the end of a Write Stuff unit of teaching, the children complete an independent 

write linked to their teaching and learning within the unit, and drawing on previously 

taught skills (as appropriate to genre) 

 

Summative Assessment 

• No More Marking- comparative judgements, completed annually for each year group 

• Top 10 (created as non-negotiables in writing, for each year group, in line with the 

National Curriculum and age related expectations) 

 

Related policies  

Reading Policy  

Phonics Policy 

Handwriting Policy (in progress) 

 

  

  

Signed:                                                                                   Chair of Academy Council  
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Appendix 1- Genre and Theme Overview of the Teaching of Writing 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

E
Y

F
S
 

All About Me 

Nursery 

Rhymes 

Labelling 

Mark making 

Pencil 

grip/control 

Writing initial 

sounds 

Terrific Tales 

Story sequencing 

and retelling 

Speech bubbles 

Posters 

Name writing 

and labelling 

Instructions 

Writing a 

sentence 

Amazing Animals 

CVC words 

Writing simple 

sentences 

Labels and 

captions 

Fact files 

Creating 

storyboards 

Come Outside 

Story retelling 

Descriptions and 

adjectives 

Menus and 

diaries 

Story maps 

Labels, captions 

and sentences 

Ticket to Ride 

Report writing 

Story retelling 

and adapting 

Recipes and lists 

Writing in role-

play 

Poems 

Phonetically 

plausible 

attempts at 

spelling 

Finger spaces 

Fun at the 

Seaside 

Information texts 

Fact files 

Postcards and 

diaries 

Recounts 

Full stops and 

capital letters 

Finger spaces 

Character 

descriptions 

Y
e

a
r 

1
 First Day at 

School 

Non-fiction 

writing 

 

Newspaper 

Reports 

Wrapping Parcels 

Instruction Writing 

 

Cinderella 

Narrative 

Detective Dog 

Narrative 

 

Dogs/Cats 

Non-

chronological 

Reports 

Superheroes 

Instruction Writing 

 

Troubly Bubbly 

Narrative 

Great Fire of 

London 

Diary Writing 

 

Samuel Pepys 

Biography 

Grandad’s Island 

Narrative 

 

Letter from 

Grandad 

Letter writing 

Y
e

a
r 

2
 

The Giraffe, 

the Pelly and 

Me 

Instruction 

Writing 

 

Recount 

The Owl who was 

Afraid 

 of the Dark 

Narrative 

 

Making a Bird 

Feeder 

Instruction Writing 

Little Red Riding 

Hood 

Narrative 

 

Wanted! 

Posters and 

Newspapers 

Brunel 

Fact files and 

non-

chronological 

report writing 

 

Building Boy 

Narrative 

The Day the 

Crayons Quit 

Persuasive letter 

writing 

 

Giant Jim and 

the Hurricane 

Narrative 

The Worst Witch 

Recipe, letter, 

instruction, poster 

 

Narrative 

Y
e

a
r 

3
 

Adventure 

narrative 

 

London 

Landmarks 

Fact file 

Tiger Child 

Narrative 

 

Autumn is Here 

Poetry in recount 

style 

Biomes 

Non-

chronological 

report 

 

What Land? 

Adventure 

narrative 

Strong Minds 

Instruction Writing 

 

Discovery of Tuts 

Newspapers 

 

Iron Man 

Narrative 

 

How a Robot 

Works 

Explanation Text 

Stone Age Boy 

Narrative 

 

Skara Brae 

Brochure/leaflet 

Y
e

a
r 

4
 Julius Caesar 

Play script 

and recount 

 

Romans 

Non-

chronologica

l report 

Cleopatra 

Biography 

 

Shackleton 

Letter writing 

Holiday Brochure 

Persuasive writing 

 

Trophy Hunting 

Newspapers 

Charlie and the 

Chocolate 

Factory 

Narrative 

 

Making 

Chocolate Bars 

Instruction writing 

The Journey 

Narrative 

 

Recount 

 

Cressida Cowell 

Persuasive letter 

 

Invaders and 

Settlers 

Balanced 

argument 

Y
e

a
r 

5
 

Theseus and 

the Minotaur 

Narrative 

 

Newspaper 

report 

Fireworks 

Explanation text 

and instructions 

 

Firework Maker’s 

Daughter 

Adventure 

narrative 

 

One Small Step 

Narrative 

 

Mars Transmission 

Report 

Journal/diary 

Volcanoes 

Non-

chronological 

report 

 

Moana 

Character 

description within 

a letter 

Henry VIII 

Biography 

 

Mary Rose 

Museum 

Brochure 

 

 

Diary 

Recount 

 

Kensuke’s 

Kingdom 

Narrative 

Y
e

a
r 

6
 

War Game 

Poetry 

Newspaper 

 

Letter from 

the Trenches 

Letter writing 

Holocaust 

Narrative 

 

Diary of Anne 

Frank  

Recount 

Escape Story 

Narrative 

 

Twin Towers 

Recount 

Skellig 

Narrative 

 

Creative 

Instructions 

 

 

Sharks 

Non-

chronological 

report 

 

Plastic Pollution 

Speech, 

balanced 

argument 

Play scripts 

 

Personal 

biography 


