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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 EVALUATING 
 

Exploring context, 

identifying users and 

understanding their 

needs.  

 

Finding out about past 

and present designs 

and designers and 

how their work has 

shaped our world. 

  

Exploring and selecting 

suitable materials, tools 

and processes. 

 

Evaluating the success 

of their own and others 

work against success 

criteria. 
 

 

 

  National Curriculum 

subject content for KS1: 

 

Explore and evaluate a 

range of existing 

products. 

 

Evaluate their ideas 

against design criteria. 

 

 

   Research and evaluate 

their own and others 

needs when forming 

design criteria, through 

use of questionnaires, 

surveys etc 

 

Investigate and 

analyse a range of 

existing products, 

looking at suitability of 

materials, functionality 

and aesthetic qualities 

 

Evaluate their ideas 

and products against 

their own design 

criteria and consider 

the views of others to 

improve their work 

 

Research key events, 

people and designs 

linked to the project 

and understand their 

significance 

 

Investigate and 

recognise the positive 

and negative impact 

design and technology 

can have on the 

environment and 

communities 

 

Research and evaluate 

their own and others 

needs when forming 

design criteria, through 

use of questionnaires, 

surveys etc 

 

Investigate and 

analyse a range of 

existing products, 

looking at suitability of 

materials, functionality 

and aesthetic qualities 

 

Evaluate their ideas 

and products against 

their own design 

criteria and consider 

the views of others to 

improve their work 

 

Research key events, 

people and designs 

linked to the project 

and understand their 

significance 

 

Investigate and 

recognise the positive 

and negative impact 

design and technology 

can have on the 

environment and 

communities 

 
 

 

DESIGN
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 DESIGNING 
 

Using research and 

experiences to 

formulate design 

criteria. 

 

Using design criteria to 

develop ideas and 

create prototypes. 

 

Communicating ideas 

in different ways and 

using feedback to 

develop ideas further. 

 

Applying technical 

knowledge to design 

ideas. 

 

 

 

 National Curriculum 

subject content for KS1: 

 

Design purposeful, 

functional, appealing 

products for themselves 

and other users based 

on design criteria 

 

Generate, develop, 

model and 

communicate their 

ideas through talking, 

drawing, templates, 

mock-ups and, where 

appropriate, 

information and 

communication 

technology 
 

   Use research and 

develop design criteria 

to inform designing 

 

Design products that 

are fit for purpose and 

meet the needs of 

particular individuals or 

groups 

 

Design products that 

are innovative, 

functional and 

appealing 

 

Develop and 

communicate their 

ideas through 

discussion, annotated 

sketches, cross-

sectional and 

exploded diagrams 

 

Use prototypes and 

pattern pieces to 

develop and model 

ideas 

 

Use computer-aided 

design to develop and 

communicate ideas 
 

Use research and 

develop design criteria 

to inform designing 

 

Design products that 

are fit for purpose and 

meet the needs of 

particular individuals or 

groups 

 

Design products that 

are innovative, 

functional and 

appealing 

 

Develop and 

communicate their 

ideas through 

discussion, annotated 

sketches, cross-

sectional and 

exploded diagrams 

 

Use prototypes and 

pattern pieces to 

develop and model 

ideas 

 

Use computer-aided 

design to develop and 

communicate ideas 
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 MAKING 
 

Selecting suitable tools 

and materials to 

perform practical 

tasks.  

 

Selecting suitable 

materials and methods 

for their aesthetic 

qualities.  

 

Developing technical 

knowledge and skills. 

 

   

 

 

  National Curriculum 

subject content for KS1: 

 

Select from and use a 

range of tools and 

equipment to perform 

practical tasks (for 

example, cutting, 

shaping, joining and 

finishing). 

 

Select from and use a 

wide range of materials 

and components, 

including construction 

materials, textiles and 

ingredients, according 

to their characteristics. 

 

 

   Understand the 

suitability of a range of 

tools and equipment 

for carrying out 

practical tasks 

 

Produce a step-by-step 

plan for making, when 

required 

 

Use a range of tools 

and equipment to 

perform practical tasks 

(for example, cutting, 

shaping, joining and 

finishing), accurately. 

 

Select from and use a 

range of materials and 

components 

according to their 

aesthetic qualities  

 

Understand the 

suitability of a range of 

tools and equipment 

for carrying out 

practical tasks 

 

Produce a step-by-step 

plan for making, when 

required 

 

Use a range of tools 

and equipment to 

perform practical tasks 

(for example, cutting, 

shaping, joining and 

finishing), accurately. 

 

Select from and use a 

range of materials and 

components 

according to their 

functional properties  

 

Select from and use a 

range of materials and 

components 

according to their 

aesthetic qualities  
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 TECHNICAL 

KNOWLEDGE 
 

Developing technical 

knowledge 

 

Building the 

confidence to apply 

their technical 

knowledge to creative 

and practical tasks 

   

 

 

Technical knowledge 

Explore and use 

mechanisms (for 

example, levers, sliders, 

wheels, axles), in their 

products 

 

 

Technical knowledge 

Build structures, 

exploring how they can 

be made stronger, 

stiffer and more stable 

 

Technical knowledge 

Explore and use 

mechanisms (for 

example, levers, sliders, 

wheels, axles), in their 

products 

 

 

Technical knowledge 

Build structures, 

exploring how they can 

be made stronger, 

stiffer and more stable 

 

Technical knowledge 

Apply their 

understanding of how 

to strengthen, stiffen, 

and reinforce more 

complex structures 

 

Technical knowledge 

Understand and use 

mechanical systems in 

their products (for 

example, gears, 

pulleys, cams, levers 

and linkages 

 

Technical knowledge 

Understand and use 

electrical systems in 

their products (for 

example, series circuits 

incorporating switches, 

bulbs, buzzers and 

motors) 

 

Technical knowledge 

Apply their 

understanding of 

computing to program, 

monitor and control 

their products. 

 

Technical knowledge 

Apply their 

understanding of how 

to strengthen, stiffen, 

and reinforce more 

complex structures 

 

Technical knowledge 

Understand and use 

mechanical systems in 

their products (for 

example, gears, 

pulleys, cams, levers 

and linkages 

 

Technical knowledge 

Understand and use 

electrical systems in 

their products (for 

example, series circuits 

incorporating switches, 

bulbs, buzzers and 

motors) 

 

Technical knowledge 

Apply their 

understanding of 

computing to program, 

monitor and control 

their products. 

 

Technical knowledge 

Apply their 

understanding of how 

to strengthen, stiffen, 

and reinforce more 

complex structures 

 

Technical knowledge 

Understand and use 

mechanical systems in 

their products (for 

example, gears, 

pulleys, cams, levers 

and linkages 

 

Technical knowledge 

Understand and use 

electrical systems in 

their products (for 

example, series circuits 

incorporating switches, 

bulbs, buzzers and 

motors) 

 

Technical knowledge 

Apply their 

understanding of 

computing to program, 

monitor and control 

their products. 

 

Technical knowledge 

Apply their 

understanding of how 

to strengthen, stiffen, 

and reinforce more 

complex structures 

 

Technical knowledge 

Understand and use 

mechanical systems in 

their products (for 

example, gears, 

pulleys, cams, levers 

and linkages 

 

Technical knowledge 

Understand and use 

electrical systems in 

their products (for 

example, series circuits 

incorporating switches, 

bulbs, buzzers and 

motors) 

 

Technical knowledge 

Apply their 

understanding of 

computing to program, 

monitor and control 

their products. 
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

  
COOKING AND 

NUTRITION 
 

Food preparation, 

cooking and nutrition 

 

   

 

 

Sort foods into the 5 

groups using The 

Eatwell  
Plate  
  
Identify that people 

should eat at least 5 

portions of  
fruit and vegetables a 

day  
  
Prepare simple dishes 

hygienically and safely  
without a heat source  
  
Use cooking 

techniques such as: 

cutting, peeling and 

grating   

Sort foods into the 5 

groups using The 

Eatwell  
Plate  
  
Identify that people 

should eat at least 5 

portions of  
fruit and vegetables a 

day  
  
Prepare simple dishes 

hygienically and safely  
without a heat source  
  
Use cooking 

techniques such as: 

cutting, peeling and 

grating   

  

Sort foods into the 5 

groups using The 

Eatwell Plate and 

identify that this  
makes up a healthy 

diet  
  
Identify that food and 

drink are needed to 

provide energy for a 

healthy and active 

lifestyle   
  
Identify that people 

should eat at least 5 

portions of  
fruit and vegetables a 

day  
  
Prepare simple dishes 

hygienically and safely, 

where needed with a 

heat source  
  
Use cooking 

techniques such as: 

chopping, peeling, 

grating slicing, mixing, 

spreading, kneading 

and  
baking   
 

Sort foods into the 5 

groups using The 

Eatwell Plate and 

identify that this  
makes up a healthy 

diet  
  
Identify that food and 

drink are needed to 

provide energy for a 

healthy and active 

lifestyle   
  
Identify that people 

should eat at least 5 

portions of  
fruit and vegetables a 

day  
  
Prepare simple dishes 

hygienically and safely, 

where needed with a 

heat source  
  
Use cooking 

techniques such as: 

chopping, peeling, 

grating slicing, mixing, 

spreading, kneading 

and  
baking   
 

Sort foods into the 5 

groups using The 

Eatwell Plate and 

identify that this  
makes up a healthy 

diet  
  
Identify that food and 

drink provide certain 

nutritional and health 

benefits which support 

a  
healthy lifestyle   
  
Identify that people 

should eat at least 5 

portions of  
fruit and vegetables a 

day  

 
Prepare simple dishes 

hygienically and safely, 

where needed with a 

heat source  
  
Use cooking 

techniques such as: 

chopping, peeling, 

grating slicing, mixing, 

spreading, kneading 

and  
baking   
 

Sort foods into the 5 

groups using The 

Eatwell Plate and 

identify that this  
makes up a healthy 

diet  
  
Identify that food and 

drink provide certain 

nutritional and health 

benefits which support 

a  
healthy lifestyle   
  
Identify that people 

should eat at least 5 

portions of  
fruit and vegetables a 

day  

 
Prepare simple dishes 

hygienically and safely, 

where needed with a 

heat source  
  
Use cooking 

techniques such as: 

chopping, peeling, 

grating slicing, mixing, 

spreading, kneading 

and  
baking   
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