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National Curriculum Aims 

 

Reading is key to pupil achievement and well-being 

 

•Reading boosts pupils’ vocabulary, develops cultural capital, and the cognitive processes of 

reading for meaning help create and strengthen neural connections. 

•It is one of the most important ways to address the word gap between those who are word 

rich, and word poor. If taught well, reading can help pupils who are disadvantaged, ‘catch up’.  

•Reading for pleasure is more important to children’s academic success than their parents’ 

level of education or socio-economic status. 

•Embedding a love of reading in children can help their wellbeing later in life: those who read 

for  pleasure have higher levels of empathy, greater self-esteem and are better able to cope 

with  difficult situations.  

•We have a moral imperative to prioritise the teaching of reading  with the goal that every child 

can leave school ready for the reading requirements of the next step. 

 

1. Intent: 

At Wansdyke we believe we have to teach, encourage, support and nurture Readers for Life 

 We aim to enable pupils to become readers for life, with the understanding that 

reading is the key to future success.  

 We aim to provide pupils with the reading competencies to access and explore texts; a 

language rich environment to support reading and writing skills, and a culture which 

promotes a love of reading to engage and inspire pupils to want to succeed in those 2 

areas.  

 The three areas link to produce readers for life who: Are encouraged to have an 

interest in and an enjoyment of language; are then able to access vocabulary in order to 

understand and appreciate texts; and who enjoy sharing considered opinions and can 

explain ideas in texts in an articulate way. 

 We use learning from reading to produce creative and language rich writers.  

 

Our Reading curriculum is built upon the Acorn Readers for Life model: 
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Key Knowledge, Vocabulary and Skills: 

 

When teaching reading we teach the ‘Big Five’ effective components of the effective 

teaching of reading (from the National Reading Panel) 

 

Phonemic Awareness – understanding the most basic units of sound 

Phonics - the ability to recognise varied sound and letter correspondences and their tricky 

variations 

Fluency – when the process of decoding become automatic and reading becomes without 

much conscious effort 

Vocabulary – knowledge of vocabulary is essential to help us make sense of what we read, 

understanding the word and encountering new ideas 

Comprehension – helps us to understand, unpick and talk about what we read 

 

We understand the importance of teaching vocabulary due to the huge amount of evidence 

that states, “the vocabulary gap starts early and is more significant than most people would 

ever consider.”  

 

Discreet Tier 2 vocabulary is taught daily as part of book club.  During this part of the lesson 

words are unpicked and put into context.  Retrieval of this vocabulary is carried out regularly. 

 

To help the children better access and understand the text they are going to look at a list of 

Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary is shared and discussed.  When reading the text, this vocabulary is 

again picked out and put into context. 

 

The essential reading skills of fluency and accuracy are taught in Book Club through teacher 

modelling the reading skills, teacher led whole class reading, echo reading, paired reading, 

repeated reading, individual silent reading and independent reading. 

 

 

High Expectations 

 

We have an understanding through research (Reading Reconsidered, Doug Lemov) that 

children need to read harder more challenging texts and it is our job as teachers to guide them 

through the texts and teach children the skills to ‘close-read’ texts allowing them to answer 

questions and dive deeper into what they are reading. Within the curriculum we have included 

a range of high quality stories, non-fiction and poetry spines for the children to read. 

 

Alongside Book Club we know that children will need to be supported to ensure that reading 

materials that they access and take home matches their phonic skills and are age-appropriate, 

that they also have texts that are more challenging to share with an adult and texts that are to 

encourage reading for pleasure.   

 

Cultural Capital 
 

To inspire a love of reading we ensure that the children have a daily story time, which is 

uninterrupted in EYFS, KS1 and Rainbow.  Daily story time happens in KS2 three times a 

week.  During story times books with links are shared and in Y2 upwards the children make 

choices about the longer fiction texts shared in story time. 

 

Where possible visits or meetings are set up with authors, the local library is visited and we 

also ensure the topics are well resourced with high quality non-fiction books through our 

Wiltshire Swindon Library Resources subscription. The texts within the reading spine expose 

the children to a broad range of cultures and characters from different backgrounds and 

origins around the world. 
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Learning Community 

 

Promoting reading for pleasure must be a partnership between parents, school and the 

wider community. As suggested by Ofsted we encourage parental engagement with reading.  

It is part of our Home Learning Policy that children read at home 5 times a week, for 10 

minutes at a time. 

 

To support the links between school and home reading we have introduced the use of a 

digital Reading Record.  During RfP sessions, children have the opportunity to access 

school books or read books they are choosing from home.   

 

We are involved with Reading events such as World Book Day and make links with the local 

Devizes Book Shop to ensure all children have opportunity to spend their WBD vouchers. 

 

When possible we make visits to the local library and encourage the children to make sure 

they are members of the local library.  We invite local librarians in to share the Summer 

Reading Challenges.  Any children who take part in these events are acknowledged by the 

school.   

 

 

Equality of Access 

 

It is our aim that all children have access to 36 high quality rich texts that they unpick and 

delve into during Book Club.  Often children who struggle with reading enjoy the discussion 

about the texts and show good comprehension (this is especially the case we those who 

struggle with the phonic and decoding strand of reading).  We therefore made a decision as 

a school to follow the whole class reading model.   

 

Children who struggle with reading are supported by adults, through the use of repeated and 

echo reading during Book Club and peer support.    

 

The lowest 20-30% of readers are identified are interventions are put in place to support 

these children in developing their struggling reading skills. 

Use of Echo Reading, Reading Repetition, Paired Reading 

RAPID Reading 

Sounds~Write 

Inference 

BRP (Boosting Reading @ Primary) 

PM Benchmarking 

IDP 

 

Curriculum Refinement  

 

It is our hope that every year, children make progress in reading.  When progress is below 

ARE that teachers we plan for interventions.  Quality First Teaching is a way of ensuring 

progress.  Teachers will adapt Book Club planning and the teaching of discreet vocabulary to 

suit the cohort.  Book Club texts are reviewed for year groups as and when necessary.  When 

teachers are struggling with Book Club or supporting individual Reading the subject lead is on 

hand to offer advice.  We place high priority on staff CPD at Wansdyke and the development 

of reading and teaching of vocabulary is always considered within this.  Any useful and 

relevant information from the subject leaders own Reading CPD is disseminated to staff 

ensuring all are kept up to date and can offer Quality First Teaching of reading.  

 

Current Educational Research 
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Our understanding of high quality and effective teaching of reading has dramatically increased 

over recent years. We understand for children to access learning they need to be able to read.  

We have gained a wealth of information form the research and findings of  

 Pie Corbett  - What matters in improving reading 

 Doug Lemov – Reading Reconsidered 

 Alex Quigly – Closing the reading gap 

 Alex Quigly – Closing the vocabulary gap 

 Beck, McKeowen and Kucan - Bringing Words to Life Rosbust Vocabulary Instruction 

 

We know and follow the research that: 

 The effectiveness of reading provision is directly related to teachers’ beliefs, 

knowledge and skills 

 Reading provision expectations are effectively communicated and followed up by 

leadership 

 Daily teaching of a recognised Phonics scheme is essential 

 Direct daily teaching of reading is paramount 

 Reading for pleasure is central to success 

 Quality texts and resources are important 

 Parental involvement is so beneficial 

 All teachers and TAs need to be familiar with the text and also the Content Domain 

for their Year Group, it is beneficial to know the previous and next 

 Whole school focus on vocabulary supports reading 

 That children learn the links between reading and writing 

 

Using these principals and pedagogy at Wansdyke we predominantly teaching reading 

through whole class reading in daily Book Cub. 

 

2. Implementation: 

 

At Wansdyke We have a rigorous approach to the teaching of reading helping develop 

learners’ confidence and enjoyment in reading. 

 

At the early stages of learning to read, children have access to reading materials that are 

closely matched to their phonics knowledge. 

 

Whole class reading is taught in each class through our own style of ‘Book Club’. The texts 

and structure of these lessons have been carefully designed and a whole school reading spine 

for fiction, non-fiction and poetry from Y1 – Y6 has been considered.  Termly fiction texts have 

been chosen to match topics but also show progression across the school.  The texts have 

been chosen aiming for a coverage of authors, characters, PSHE links.   

 

 

A Book Club Session 

• Each reading lesson from Y1 – 6 lasts no less than 40 minutes and covers a range of 

Content Domains within the lessons. 

• Teachers guide their classes through a focused study of a text each term 

• Every lesson includes a vocabulary focus and children actively  

• Children engage in active reading everyday.  

• There is a balance of teacher: pupil talk and teacher:pupil reading to support them with 

the given activities.   

• Adults ask carefully planned questions which require considered responses from the 

children 

• The skills of reading are modelled explicitly by all adults 

• There is a balance of oral and written responses to the texts that are being looked at. 
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• Teachers are familiar with a wide range of teaching strategies ( ‘reading toolkit’) in 

order to ensure consistency across the school 

• Staff will record observations of children reading to the class and any significant 

contributions to discussions. 

 

During the Book Club cycle the children enjoy a Reading for Pleasure session.    

 

Year 

Group 

What the teaching of reading looks like 

EYFS Pupils receive 1:1 reading session during the week 

From term 3, pupils begin to access whole class reading ‘Book Club’ sessions. 

looking at age-appropriate texts, including picture books from the EYFS book list 

and link to the class topic, which follows the children interests.  Simple 

poems/nursery rhymes and basic non-fiction texts are also looked at. These 

sessions focus on the ‘Development Matters’ statements for Reading, Listening & 

Attention and Understanding and ensure that the Early Learning Goals are 

achievable by the Summer term. 

 

Vocabulary and reading are embedded within the continuous provision and the 

environment. 

 

Within Sounds Write (Systematic Phonics Scheme), children learn to decode words 

by blending sounds together. They learn some key vocabulary by sight.  

 

To support their reading, each week the pupils will take home  

 A Sounds Write book linked to previously learnt sounds 

 A challenge book to read alongside an adult  

 A reading for pleasure text. 

 

The children enjoy a daily story time where the teacher models reading. 

 

Year 1 Pupils receive daily 30 minute sessions of whole Class reading ‘Book Club’. These 

develop through a 3 week cycle where the children will have an in-depth study of 

their class topic book, non-fiction texts and poetry. 2 sessions a week involve written 

comprehension style questions about these texts. Book Club sessions are planned 

following the Wansdyke Reading Skills progression for the year group. Individual 

pupils will be asked to read during these sessions. 

The children have a weekly reading for pleasure session as part of ‘Book Club’ 

where the teacher will listen to individual readers. 

Pupils will be listened to 1:1 by a member of staff or a parent helper on a 2 weekly 

cycle. 

 

To support their reading, each week the pupils will take home  

 A Sounds Write book linked to previously learnt sounds 

 A challenge book to read alongside an adult  

 A reading for pleasure text. 

 

The children enjoy a daily story time where the teacher models reading. 

 

The children will learn to read the Y1 Common Exception words. 

  

Pupils identified as not making the necessary progress will receive reading 

intervention 

 

When the cohort is struggling the frequency of Book Club is considered and other 

reading skill sessions maybe introduced in its place.   
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Year 2 Pupils receive daily 30 to 40 minute sessions of ‘Book Club’. These develop through 

a 2 week cycle where the children will have an in-depth study of their class topic 

book, non-fiction texts and poetry. 3 sessions a week involve written comprehension 

style questions about these texts. Book Club sessions are planned following the 

Wansdyke Reading Skills progression for the year group. Individual pupils will be 

asked to read during these sessions when teachers will assess reading. 

 

The children have reading for pleasure sessions as part of ‘Book Club’ where the 

teacher will listen to individual readers. 

 

Pupils will be listened to 1:1 by a member of staff or a parent helper on a 2 weekly 

cycle. 

 

To support their reading, each week the pupils will take home  

 A Sounds Write book linked to previously learnt sounds 

 A challenge book to read alongside an adult  

 A reading for pleasure text. 

 

The children enjoy a daily story time where the teacher models reading. 

 

The children will learn to read the Y2 Common Exception words.  

 

Pupils identified as not making the necessary progress will receive reading 

intervention including Speed and Fluency, Comprehension Skills and RAPID 

Reading 

Year 3  Pupils receive daily 40 minute sessions ‘Book Club’. These develop through a 2 

week cycle where the children will have an in-depth study of their class topic book, 

non-fiction texts and poetry. 3 sessions a week involve written comprehension style 

questions about these texts. Book Club sessions are planned following the 

Wansdyke Reading Skills progression for the year group. Individual pupils will be 

asked to read during these sessions when teachers will assess reading. 

 

The children have reading for pleasure sessions as part of ‘Book Club’ where the 

teacher will listen to individual readers. 

 

To support their reading, each week the pupils will take home  

 A reading book to read to an adult  

 A reading for pleasure text to read on their own or share. 

 

The children enjoy 3, 10-minute story time sessions where the teacher models 

reading. 

 

The children will learn to read some of the Y3/4 Common Exception words. 

 

Pupils identified as not making the necessary progress will receive reading 

intervention RAPID Reading or additional 1:1 reading. 

Year 4 - 

6 

Pupils receive daily 40 minute sessions ‘Book Club’. These develop through a 2 

week cycle where the children will have an in-depth study of their class topic book, 

non-fiction texts and poetry. 3 sessions a week involve written comprehension style 

questions about these texts. Book Club sessions are planned following the 

Wansdyke Reading Skills progression for the year group. Individual pupils will be 

asked to read during these sessions when teachers will assess reading. 

 

The children have reading for pleasure sessions as part of ‘Book Club’ where the 

teacher will listen to individual readers. 

 



7  

  

To support their reading, Staff will monitor the books children choose to read to 

check they are sufficiently challenging and appropriate.  The pupils will take home  

• A reading for Pleasure Book  

 

The children enjoy 3, 10-minute story time sessions where the teacher models 

reading. 

  

The children will learn to read many of the Y3/4 Common Exception words. 

 

Pupils identified as not making the necessary progress will receive reading 

intervention RAPID Reading or additional 1:1 reading. 

 

We aim for high quality texts to also be included within our Knowledge Organisers and our 

Foundation subject teaching.   

 

3. Impact 

 

Assessment and Record Keeping  

 

Formative Assessment / Responsive Teaching:   

• Verbal responses from pupils within a Book Club Session 

• Written outcomes from the pupils’ work in a Book Club session 

 Observations of reading skills during Book Club sessions 

 Observations when reading with adults in school 

 Feedback in Reading Records from parents/carers are considered 

 

Summative Assessment 

• Multi Dimension Fluency Assessment 

• NFER Reading Tests 

• Statutory Reading Assessments in Y2 and Y6 

• Teacher judgement against Content Domains  

 Pupil conference about books that have been read in class 

 

 

Our reading curriculum should aim to achieve many of the school aims: 

 

At Wansdyke, we will endeavour to: 
 

 
 Provide an inspirational curriculum for all our pupils. 

 Provide Knowledge, skills and experiences which will be remembered. 

 Ignite passion, excitement and a love of learning for our pupils, through our 

curriculum content. 

INCLUSIVE 

 Teach children tolerance, respect and celebrate all forms of difference. 

 Allow children to work cooperatively with a range of different pupils in the 

school. 

 Teach children to understand and enact the fundamental British Values. 

 Provide opportunities for all pupils to develop and grow, taking into account 

individual needs. 

NURTURING 
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 Provide a safe, happy and caring environment where children are treated 

fairly. 

 Teach children about how to stay physically and mentally healthy, including 

forming healthy relationships through PSHE and RSE. 

 Educating children about how we can better care for our local environment 

and the world. 

SUPPORTIVE 

 Explain to children about the importance of charity, community and helping 

each other. 

 Educate children to value mistakes and see them as an opportunity to 

improve. 

 Provide feedback to our pupils to help them develop and learn. 

 Listen to pupils’ views and concerns, and act upon these. 

POSITIVE 

 Ensure success in mastering the knowledge and skills in academic subjects 

within the curriculum. 

 Provide success for pupils in mastering increasingly complex knowledge and 

skills within creative subjects. 

 Develop a positive attitude to school and learning in all our learners. 

 Always recognise and reward hard work, effort and achievement in all our 

pupils. 

INDEPENDENT 

 Help children to develop initiative, helping them solve problems on their own. 

 Help children assess and take appropriate risks. 

 Provide children with life skills essential for their future. 

RESILIENT 

 Enable pupils to overcome adversity and develop grit. 

 Foster a high level of self-esteem and self-confidence in all our pupils. 

 To teach our pupils to embrace and relish challenge and struggle. 

EMPOWERING 

 Pupils develop their own informed thoughts and opinions on moral issues, 

with a strong sense of what is right, what is fair and what is just.  

 Provide the skills for pupils to be successful communicators and learners. 

 Support pupils to develop their own personal interests and talents. 

 Become active and positive members of our community and wider society. 

 Prepare children with the skills, including technology, necessary in their future. 

 

 

Related policies  

Phonics and Spelling Policy  

Curriculum policy 

Writing Policy  

Classroom environment checklist  

Home Learning Policy  
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Signed:              Chair of Academy Council:  

   

 


