
Wansdyke School Art skills progression    

 

 
 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3  Year  4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Produce lines of different thickness and 

tone using a pencil. 

 

 

Start to produce different patterns and 

textures from observation 

Begin to draw objects using 

different shapes. 

 

Explore different compositions. 

 

Begin to control lines of different 

thicknesses  

 

Start to draw different patterns 

and textures from observation. 

 

Incorporate influences and style 

from the artist / era studied 

 

Saying what they like and might 

change. 

Begin to show an aware ness  of 

perspect ive to show the three 

dimens ion 
 

Ident ify  the compos i t ion and 

label  foreground,  middleground 

and background.  
 

Inves t igate tone by sketching 

l ight  and dark l ines  
 

Control  the marks  made us ing a 

penc i l  
 

Incorporate inf luences and s ty le 

f rom the art is t  / e ra s tud ied  
 

Say ing what they l ike  and might 

change.  

Show an awareness of perspective to 

show the three dimension 

 

Begin to consider composition by 

exploring foreground, middleground 

and background 

 

Explore sketching style using line and 

tone. 

 

Begin to use different grades of pencil 

to create lines and marks 

 

Incorporate influences and style from 

the artist / era studied 

 

Saying what they like and what they 

might do differently next time in their 

piece 

Use perspective to feature the three 

dimension 

 

Develop an awareness of 

composition by exploring 

foreground, middleground and 

background 

 

Improve own sketching style using 

line and tone 

 

Use different grades of pencil to 

create lines, marks and develop tone 

 

Incorporate influences and style from 

the artist / era studied 

 

Saying what they like and what they 

might do differently next time in their 

piece 

Use perspective including a single focal 

point and horizon. 

 

Master an awareness of composition 

using depth. 

 

Improve own sketching style using line, 

tone and pattern. 

 

Use shading techniques including 

hatching for depth. 

 

Incorporate influences and style from 

the artist / era studied 

 

Critically evaluating theirs and other’s 

final pieces, using technical vocabulary 

Use proportions to accurately draw the 

human form. 

 

Master an awareness of composition 

using scale. 

 

Improve own style of drawing using line, 

tone, texture and pattern. 

 

Use shading techniques including 

curved cross hatching for depth 

 

Incorporate influences and style from 

the artist /era studied 

 

Critically evaluating theirs and other’s 

final pieces, using technical vocabulary 
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Enjoy using a variety of tools including 

different size/ size brushes and tools i.e. 

sponge brushes, fingers, twigs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To explore what happens when they mix 

colours. 

Create a seascape using textures 

of paint. 

 

Explore ways of applying paint. 

 

Create swatches of textured paint. 

 

Layer different textures on to the 

paper 

 

Incorporate influences and style 

from the artist / era studied 

 

Saying what they like and might 

change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create a landscape using colour 

mixing. 

 

Investigate the colour wheel focusing 

on secondary colours 

 

Create colour swatches focusing on 

mixing primary colour to make 

secondary. 

 

Use water colour techniques to mix 

primary colours to make secondary. 

 

Incorporate influences and style from 

the artist / era studied 

 

Saying what they like and what they 

might do differently next time in their 

piece 

Create a landscape using warm and 

cold colours. 

 

Investigate the colour wheel focusing 

on complementary colours 

 

Create colour swatches focusing on 

blending. 

 

Use water colour techniques to 

create a blended background. 

 

Incorporate influences and style from 

the artist / era studied 

 

Saying what they like and what they 

might do differently next time in their 

piece 

 

Create a landscape using textures of 

paint. 

 

Investigate different methods of 

applying paint. 

 

Create swatches using different textures 

of paint. 

 

Using acrylic paint to apply texture to 

the canvas. 

 

Incorporate influences and style from 

the artist / era studied 

 

Critically evaluating theirs and other’s 

final pieces, using technical vocabulary 

 

 

Create a portrait using tints of colour 

 

Investigate the colour wheel focusing 

on complementary and tertiary 

colours. 

 

Create colour swatches using tints of 

colour 

 

Use watercolour techniques to apply 

the paint to the paper. 

 

Incorporate influences and style from 

the artist /era studied 

 

Critically evaluating theirs and other’s 

final pieces, using technical 

vocabulary 
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Use objects to create prints (e.g. fruit, 

vegetables or sponges). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy using stencils to create a picture 

 

 

 

 

Create an impr int  us ing a 

pr int ing t i le .  
 

Use tools  to c reate a pr int ing 

plate  s tenci l .  
 

Evenly  apply  ink  to  pr int ing plate  
 

Explore  ideas for pr int ing des ign.  
 

Incorporate inf luences and s ty le 

f rom the art is t  / e ra s tud ied  
 

Say ing what they l ike  and might 

change.  

Create a repeated pattern print 

design 

 

Use tools to imprint simple design into 

printing plate. 

 

Investigate the block printing method. 

 

Explore ideas for printing design. 

Incorporate influences and style from 

the artist / era studied 

 

Saying what they like and what they 

might do differently next time in their 

piece 

 Create a two coloured dimension print 

design 

 

Create a repeated patterned design 

 

Use tools to imprint design into printing 

plate 

 

Investigate printing techniques to use for 

design. 

 

Incorporate influences and style from 

the artist / era studied 

 

Critically evaluating theirs and other’s 

final pieces, using technical vocabulary 
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Show experience 

in simple weaving: paper, twigs 

 

 

To select techniques needed to shape, 

assemble and join materials they are 

using. 

 

impress and apply simple decoration 

 

 

To experiment to create different 

textures. 

Create a basic sculpture 

 

Using taught techniques to create a 

basic sculpture 

 

Use basic techniques to join elements in 

the piece together. 

 

Use techniques to embellish the form 

 

Incorporate influences and style from 

the artist / era studied 

 

Saying what they like and might 

change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create a  supported bas ic 

sculpture  

 

Using techniques to create a basic relief 

sculpture 

 

Consider perspective to show a 

landscape form 

 

Use techniques to embellish the form 

 

Incorporate influences and style from 

the artist / era studied 

 

Saying what they like and might 

change. 

 
 

Create a freestanding basic 

sculpture 

 

Using known techniques to create 

a basic sculpture 

 

Use basic techniques to join 

elements in the piece together. 

 

Use techniques to embellish the 

form 

 

Incorporate influences and style 

from the artist / era studied 

 

Saying what they like and what 

they might do differently next time 

in their piece 

 

Create a freestanding basic 

sculpture 

 

Using known techniques to create a 

basic sculpture 

 

Use techniques to join elements in 

the piece together 

 

Use techniques to embellish the form 

 

Incorporate influences and style from 

the artist / era studied 

 

Saying what they like and what they 

might do differently next time in their 

piece 

 

 

 

Create a relief picture to show a 

landscape perspective  

 

Consider proportions to show a 

landscape form 

 

Use techniques to join materials within 

the piece 

 

Using layering techniques to create a 

three dimensional effect. 

 

Incorporate influences and style from 

the artist / era studied 

 

Critically evaluating theirs and other’s 

final pieces, using technical vocabulary 

 

Create a free standing complex 

structure  

 

Consider proportions to show human 

form 

 

Design a suitable skeleton on which to 

build the sculpture, considering strength 

and stability 

 

Using techniques to apply the medium 

onto the skeleton to further embellish 

the form 

 

Incorporate influences and style from 

the artist /era studied 

 

Critically evaluating theirs and other’s 

final pieces, using technical vocabulary 


